Laryngeal foreign bodies in children: first stop before the right main bronchus.
Laryngeal foreign bodies may produce either complete or incomplete airways obstruction. In complete airways obstruction the presentation is with calamitous respiratory difficulty. However incomplete laryngeal obstruction may present with less severe symptoms, resulting in possible misdiagnosis and confusion with other causes of upper airway obstruction such as infectious croup. This report describes three cases of incomplete laryngeal obstruction secondary to inhaled foreign bodies. In each case, the diagnosis of an inhaled foreign body was initially missed, resulting in delay in diagnosis and in one case prolonged recovery. The importance of considering laryngeal foreign bodies, both in cases of suspected foreign body inhalation and clinical cases of incomplete laryngeal obstruction are discussed.